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"Propagation of Aquatic Ga?le Birds" md "PI-opa- 

gatfon of Upland Game Si;-ds" are the titles of two new Farmers' h~lletins just 

issued by the U. S. Depart-nent of Agriculture. The author, iv. L. kAtee, -ho 

is in cha?ge of the division, of food habits research of the Bureau of ?3io- 

logiczl Szvey, Depart;r,ent of &:riclJltze, cives the results of his obscrvs- 

tions in t-is country 2nd in Ikope of 1;h.e rzethods of rearing gme birds in 

captivity, acd those su;,:ested in the new bulletins reflect the practices of 

the most successfill breeders. 

The propagation of aqu2tic g;a'ne birds is a s;;.all but gotvirg enterprise 

in the United States, the present anzual production being about 50,000 l::ild 

ducks and 5,000 wild geese. The raisin<; of upland g2ze bird-s, however, is m 

activity of considerable magnit-ude, and within o'ur borders are some of the 

largest a:ld hiost productive gme farms in the world. i50st of the olutput goes 

to supply State game depa.rt:llents for restocking, other propagators for breeding 

stock, fal?ciers, and zoological gardens. Sale for feed is the exceptlox rather . 

tkm tl:e i'U.le, 2nd is to restaurants, hotels, <and clubs. 

The species of aqu2tic game birds t&t kave responded best to artificial 

propagation 2re mallard duzks 2.nd C2nad2 geese; and of upland gme birds, rix- 

necked phe&sants and bobwhite qmil. Directions are given for 'natcking the 
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e .-* “S 03 9 care of young, construction of ka,t&~ing 2nd brooding coop, feedi:-:g, 

maintaining sanitary surrou&ings, shipsin; tile Sirds 2nd their eggs, con- 

trolling natural enemies, and wing-clipping and pinioning. M2nage:Jent, of 

species that Zave proved less adaptable to rearing in captivity are out- 

lined in 2 more tentative way. 

Kost of the States have laws or regulations affecting the propa,atiori 

of <ame birds 2nd require game breeders to take out licenses to cover S.:C?I 

opesations. In addition, Federal permits are necessary for buying or sell- 

ing migratory waterfowl, including wild ducks, geese, and swans, raised in 

captivity. ‘The Fed-era1 permits are obtained tl;ro@? the Bureau of Siological 

S-arvey, Department of Agriculture, W2sLin;,;ton, D. C., as also are co;Jies of 

digests of State laws on game-bird propagation, 2nd the ad.dresses of ofPi- 

cials to v7hom a>?lication sloop.. q-1 d ‘oe made for State licenses and for tl?e full 

text of State latvs relating to the prop2,ation of game birds. 

The bulletins, which are %armers 1 Dulletins 1612-F (Pro~~2gation of 

Aqua,tic Game 3irds) 2nd 1613-F (Propagation of Upland &me birds) , r;ay be 

obtained free from the Department of Agriculture, Vas:?ington, D. C. 

--------&------ 

666-30 


